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The Society for Threatened Peoples’ (STP) commitment is working: With
our dedication in the last year, we were again able to achieve successes
and effect change for the rights of indigenous peoples and minorities.
In our current annual report, dear readers, we are pleased to present our
work to you.
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Gold, for example: The STP demonstrated in a report why Dubai was a
likely hub for gold from war zones. After this report, exports from the
United Arab Emirates to Switzerland nose-dived. And at the end of the
year, the Swiss Officer for Data Protection and Freedom of Information
recommended that the upper Customs Office comply with the STP’s
request to undertake a detailed inspection of data on gold transactions.

10

CAMPAIGNS & PROJECTS
Gold

Or Sri Lanka: For years the Sri Lankan navy occupied the small island of
Iranaitivu. Supported by the STP, the people fought for their island —
successfully: in May last year, the islanders could return home. Their situation has improved because they can once again fish from their island.
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In Switzerland, too, the STP has had a positive effect: Thanks to
a conciliation project between travelling Roma, landowners and the
authorities, conflict was avoided in the summer of 2018. And this
despite more than 1,500 Roma caravans travelling in Switzerland.
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Without you, dear members and donors, these and other achievements would not have been possible. A heartfelt thank you for your
support!
The Society for Threatened Peoples is 30 years old in 2019. We’re happy
to celebrate with you this year and maybe even meet you personally.
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Successes 2018 for minorities and indigenous people - also thanks to you!
Last year, we achieved various successes and could make a difference with our campaigns. Without you,
dear members and donors, the stage victories at the world map would not have been possible. Thank
you very much for your valuable support!

Switzerland
Norway
South Sami demand respect
In Norway, a new wind farm is threatening the traditional
Reindeer husbandry of the South Sami and their existence.
Credit Suisse and BKW are involved in the project as investors. The GfbV made it possible for Southern Sami delegates
to meet them in person during talks in Switzerland. The case
received great public attention and led to a parliamentary
initiative in the canton of Bern.

Fewer conflicts thanks to mediation
The mediation project for travelling Roma,
landowners and authorities recorded a positive development in the summer of 2018.
Thanks to the work of Mediator Andreas
Geringer and other members of the Association Sinti and Roma Switzerland (VSRS),
conflicts could be avoided. This in spite of
the fact that also in 2018 more than 1500
caravans were travelling through Switzerland.

Peru
Authorities seize gold for Switzerland
In March, the Peruvian Customs seized
91.42 kg gold from the controversial supplier company Minerales del Sur, which was
destined for the Swiss refinery Metalor, and
stopped this company's exports. The STP
had criticized the trade relations between
Metalor and Minerales del Sur already in
2015. It wasn't until 2018 after the seizure
that Metalor stopped trade relations with the
most controversial supplier in Peru - hopefully
forever.

Tibet
Petition filed
In September, the STP and Tibetan Organizations filed a petition for the rights
of Tibetans in Switzerland. Over 11,000
people had signed: Switzerland should
protect human rights in spite of the free
trade agreement with China. In Switzerland,
policymakers and the authorities should
protect the Tibetan Community, for
instance, against Chinese surveillance.

Sri Lanka
Switzerland
Gold: stage win in the struggle for transparency
The Federal Data Protection and Information
Commissioner recommended that the Swiss
Federal Customs Administration (EZV) should
allow STP detailed insight into the gold
business. At the beginning of 2019, the Swiss
Federal Customs Administration followed
this recommendation - a small sensation in
the secretive gold business. The refineries,
however, are incorrigible: They filed an appeal
against this.

Relation to Switzerland
Gold campaign
Campaign "More space for travelling Roma"
Sami campaign
Tibet campaign

Population retrieves island
For years, the Sri Lankan Marine
occupied the small island Iranaitivu.
Supported by the STP, the population
fought successfully for their island:
In May, they could return home. Their
situation has improved, because they
can fish from this island again.

Dubai
Massive collapse of gold imports from Dubai to
Switzerland
In March, the STP showed in a report, why Dubai is a
presumed hub for gold from conflict zones. After that,
exports from the United Arab Emirates to Switzerland
dropped sharply. In January 2018, the Emirates were
Switzerland's largest gold supplier, with 21 tons of
gold. In July, not a single gram was imported from
this country anymore. With the exception of December, the massive reduction continued in the second
half of the year.

Sri Lanka Campaign
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Tibet / Switzerland: China's surveillance
Reinforcing the fundamental rights of Tibetans in Switzerland was one of
the main topics for the Society for Threatened Peoples (STP) in 2018.
We presented a report highlighting the negative impact of the free trade
agreement between Switzerland and China on the situation of the Tibetan
community in Switzerland. We submitted our demands with a petition signed
by over 11,000 people. During two workshops, we trained members of the
Tibetan community on internet safety. These activists now share their
knowledge with the whole community.

Protect Tibetans in Switzerland with political activity
ACTIVITIES
At the beginning of 2018, the STP published the report “China's Long
Shadows”. In this report, we analyze the effects of the Swiss free trade
agreement with China on the Tibetan community. The conclusion: The
fundamental rights of Tibetans in Switzerland are not sufficiently protected. Switzerland must give greater importance to human rights in its
economic relations with China. We submitted this demand in the form of
a petition. With two workshops on Internet security, we supported the
Tibetan community in Switzerland in protecting itself from Chinese cyber
surveillance - a key competence for Tibetan activists.
ACHIEVEMENTS
As a result of the STP publication, media and political sensitivity to the
situation of the Tibetan community in Switzerland increased. Various
politicians from left to right shared our concern. The intelligence service
confirmed the existence of Chinese surveillance. Ultimately, more than
11,000 people supported the STP’s petition with their signatures. We
were able to train 20 members of the Tibetan community at STP workshops. With their newly acquired skills they will help to protect themselves and thus also their families in Tibet from digital surveillance by
China.
“The police and the Federal Council have tried to silence us”,
Tibetan activist on the visit of China's President Xi Jinping to
Switzerland.
OUTLOOK
The STP petition will be dealt with in the councils in 2019. The STP
hopes for a course correction in the relationship between Switzerland
and China and will monitor the decision. Minority and human rights
must be the focus, not just economic interests. The STP will continue to
observe whether and to what extent the Confederation adopts measures
against the digital surveillance of minorities. We are following this process with a critical eye and will lobby politicians and authorities for the
protection of Tibetans.

PHOTO : ©FRANZISKA ROTHENBÜHLER
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Sri Lanka: Military land grabbing
Years after the end of the civil war in Sri Lanka, the military still illegally occupies large areas in the north and east of the island. The Tamil
population affected is thus denied access to the sea, which they need for
their traditional livelihood as fishermen, as well as to public facilities such
as schools and religious sites. The Society for Threatened Peoples (STP)
informed those affected about their rights and options. STP also supported
local self-help organizations, which obtained land restitution through the
government.

With knowledge against land theft in post-war Sri Lanka
ACTIVITIES
In spring, the STP published a report for the Human Rights Council on
military land theft in the Vanni region of northern Sri Lanka. In March,
the STP also accompanied the Tamil activist Mary Atrutharani Jeyaseelan, a resident of Iranaitivu Island who was herself affected by land
theft, to the Human Rights Council in Geneva and organized a public
event with her in Bern. We then conducted empowerment workshops at
three locations, in which we informed those affected about their rights
and political options. At the end of the year, we supported a petition
and protests by the affected who demanded further land restitution and
state support for reconstruction.
ACHIEVEMENTS
Approximately 90 people affected were able to join forces and further
their education at the STP workshops. Local self-help organizations
developed, which, on the basis of the knowledge gained, work for the
return of land by the military. With success: some local communities
have received their land back. The island of Iranaitivu was released to
the population. Many people were able to return to their land, although
without state support for reconstruction. Other parcels of land in Kuchchaveli, which the STP addressed in its report “Dark Clouds over the
Sunshine Paradise - Tourism & Human Rights in Sri Lanka” (2015), were
released to the public as well. The government has also announced that
it will release further occupied territories in 2019.
“With the return of the land we can finally rebuild our livelihood” Mary Jeyaseelan, Tamil activist in Sri Lanka
OUTLOOK
The STP again draws the attention of the Human Rights Council to the
land problem in Sri Lanka, so that the Council maintains its demand for
the return of territory occupied by the military. In addition, our partner
organizations in Sri Lanka will continue to closely monitor and advise
the self-help organization of those affected.

PHOTO : ©YVES BOWIE
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Gold: Transparency of origin
Around 70 percent of the gold traded worldwide is processed in Switzerland. Illegal mining destroys indigenous areas in the Amazon and finances
wars in Africa. In early 2018, the Society for Threatened Peoples (STP)
published a report investigating the involvement of Swiss refineries in
Dubai, which is known as a hub for conflict gold. Imports from Dubai fell
drastically as a result. The STP demands complete transparency in the gold
business. The refineries defend themselves - but the Federal Data Protection and Information Commissioner supports our demand.

The origin of gold must be made public
ACTIVITIES
Switzerland has been the main importer of gold from Dubai since 2014.
The STP examined this relationship in a report published at the beginning of 2018. Dubai is regarded as a hub for conflict gold. In addition,
the STP examined gold imports from controversial areas in Peru and the
role of the Swiss gold refinery Metalor. As a result of the report, the STP
submitted a request to the Federal Customs Administration for disclosure
of the detailed origin of imported gold. This data have so far been kept
secret.
ACHIEVEMENTS
After the STP submitted its request for transparency in February 2018,
imports of gold from Dubai to Switzerland plummeted. Imports fell
abruptly from more than 20 tons in January to 8 tons in February, until
they were below 1 ton in August - and even zero in July. Shortly after the
STP report was published, the Peruvian customs authorities seized almost
100 kg of gold because the exporter was unable to prove the legal origin
of the gold. Later, Metalor announced that it would no longer procure
gold from gold trading companies in Peru. Thanks to the STP campaign,
gold imports have already become somewhat cleaner.
In November, the STP achieved a milestone first-stage victory: in his recommendation, the Federal Data Protection and Information Commissioner
supported the STP’s request for access to detailed gold trade data.
“Only disclosure of origin can prevent conflict gold from being
washed in Switzerland” - Christoph Wiedmer, Co-director
OUTLOOK
In January 2019, the Directorate General of Customs also ordered that
the STP be granted access to the trade data of the Swiss refineries and
thus to transparency regarding the origin of imported gold. The refineries have appealed this decision to the Federal Administrative Court.
Even in case it will be approved, this is a substantial delay in achieving
transparency. Further reports by the international media on the gold
problem and Switzerland's role are to be expected, with the STP serving
as a source through its published report and with expert testimony.

PHOTO : ©DANIEL SCHWEIZER
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Roma: Struggle for recognition
In 2018, the Federal Council rejected the Swiss Roma's application for recognition as a national minority. The decision makes it clear that a great
deal of education and awareness-raising work is still needed. The mediation
project offered by the Society for Threatened Peoples (STP) and its partner organization, the Association of Sinti and Roma in Switzerland (VSRS)
achieved good results: between spring and autumn, conflicts between travelling Roma and the authorities were successfully avoided. By means of
legal proceedings, the STP fought racism and discrimination against Yenish,
Sinti and Roma in election campaigns and statutory provisions.

Creating the basis for sensibilization
ACTIVITIES
In 2018, the STP’s commitment to raising awareness about the Roma
minority in Switzerland was broad in scope. The STP together with
the Association of Sinti and Roma in Switzerland (VSRS) continued its
mediation efforts between travelling Roma and the authorities. The STP
reacted to a discriminatory law in the canton of Neuchatel on the residence of travelling Yenish, Sinti and Roma with an appeal to the Federal
Court. The STP filed a criminal complaint for violation of the racism
penal standard against a Facebook post of the Youth Wing of the Swiss
People’s Party (JSVP), which targeted travelling Roma in a racist manner
during an election campaign.
ACHIEVEMENTS
Thanks to the intercultural mediation offered by the STP and the Association of Sinti and Roma in Switzerland, there were hardly any conflicts
between travelling Roma and authorities in 2018. The STP was able to
hand over the mediation project to the Association of Sinti and Roma
in Switzerland, which will continue the project in self-management. The
Council of Europe reacted to the STP’s shadow report on the situation of
the Yenish, Sinti and Roma in Switzerland (2017): It criticized the decision of the Swiss government not to recognize the Roma as a national
minority. The Council supports the STP’s recommendations and calls on
Switzerland to adapt its criteria for recognizing national minorities.
“Denying residence is no solution” - Andreas Geringer, intercultural
mediator, Association of Sinti and Roma in Switzerland
OUTLOOK
The STP is part of a working group of the “Lehrmittelverlag Zürich”. The
group is currently preparing a teaching aid on the history of the Yenish,
Sinti and Roma in Switzerland, which is marked by discrimination. At
the beginning of 2019, the Association of Sinti and Roma in Switzerland and the STP achieved a first victory in the proceedings against the
JSVP: the Bern Regional Court found the party co-presidents guilty. They
now referred this verdict to the Court of Appeal. In the cantons of Bern
and Neuenburg, the STP will fight against new laws, which discriminate
against travelling minorities due to stricter regulations.

PHOTO : ©ERIC ROSET
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Norway: Southern Sami demand respect
In Norway, a huge wind farm is being built which threatens the traditional reindeer breeding of the southern Sami and thus their livelihood.
Credit Suisse and BKW are major investors in the project. The Society for
Threatened Peoples (STP) made it possible for southern Sami delegates to
personally meet those responsible for talks in Switzerland and to confront
them with their situation. The case received extensive media attention in
Norway and Switzerland and led to a parliamentary initiative: to review
BKW's corporate responsibility, such was the demand.

Companies must respect indigenous rights
ACTIVITIES
In December, the STP led the short campaign “Turbines Need Sami Consent!” to support the indigenous community of the Norwegian southern
Sami. They demand that the Swiss companies Credit Suisse and BKW
respect the rights of the indigenous people and reconsider their investments in the controversial wind farm project. The STP enabled Sami
delegates to take part in direct talks in Switzerland and accompanied
them with a protest action in front of BKW's headquarters in Bern. In
addition, the STP organized a public event where interested parties
could discuss with those affected.
ACHIEVEMENTS
The commitment of the STP led to coverage in local Norwegian, Sami
and Swiss media. Swiss politicians also became aware because Green
party member of the Grand Council Natalie Imboden has submitted a
parliamentary proposal to the Bern Cantonal Parliament. It demands that
the government council clarify on behalf of the Canton of Bern how BKW
complies with international standards for corporate responsibility when
investing abroad. It will also show how BKW includes strong opt-out
clauses in its contracts when its partners commit human rights violations. The aim is to avoid negative impacts on people and the environment.
“Swiss companies must assume their responsibility.” Maja Kristine Jåma, southern Sami
OUTLOOK
The STP will actively follow further developments in the case of Norway.
The STP calls on Swiss companies to ensure that the rights of affected
indigenous communities are protected in all relevant projects and that
their consent has been obtained in accordance with “Free, Prior and
Informed Consent” (FPIC). In this context, the STP supports the responsible business initiative.

PHOTO :©FRANZISKA ROTHENBÜHLER
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Financial Report

Income statement for 1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018

The STP can again look back on a successful year. Thanks to the solid equity
capital base, liquidity is assured. Without generous support from our members, as well as from donors, foundations and institutions, our work would
be impossible. The STP would like to take this opportunity to express sincere
gratitude for this support. The STP strives to use the available resources in an
efficient, goal-oriented manner and to manage them economically.
The complete annual financial statement and audit report can be ordered from
the STP or downloaded from the website:
www.gfbv.ch/en/about-us/annual-reports/

INCOME

2018

SALES REVENUE
MEMBERSHIP FEES AND DONATIONS

ASSETS
LIQUID ASSETS
OUTSTANDING ASSETS / RECEIVABLES
ACCRUED INCOME
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS

598 699.87

2 535.82

1 936.80

TOTAL INCOME

1 945 763.86

2 205 723.97

EXPENDITURE

2018

2017

CAMPAIGNS AND PROJECTS

909 836.97

1 231 329.58

PERSONNEL EXPENSES

330 844.00

347 139.90

99 183.10

125 567.30

582 935.55

555 645.50

2 083.95

2 191.40
35 860.65
830 126.91

833 037.91

2018

2017

TRADE PAYABLES / CURRENT LIABILITIES

91 741.20

120 692.85

ACCRUED EXPENSES / DEFERRED INCOME

142 650.40

48 059.91

234 391.60

168 752.76

7 300.60

12 515.22

FUNDS
TOTAL FUNDS
ORGANISATIONAL CAPITAL

7 300.60

12 515.22

651 769.93

669 092.39

8 231.26

-17 322.46

TOTAL EQUITY

660 001.19

651 769.93

TOTAL LIABILITIES

901 693.39

833 037.91

NET PROFIT / LOSS
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-4 644.71

792 074.86

901 693.39

TOTAL BORROWED CAPITAL

-54 863.91

-5 497.60

826 053.94

2 911.00

LIABILITIES

8 514.24

FINANCIAL INCOME

OPERATING RESULT

2 911.00

TOTAL ASSETS

FINANCIAL RESULT

2017

56 184.40

TOTAL CAPITAL ASSETS

905.60
2 260 587.88

2018

56 184.40

TANGLIBLE ASSETS

14 450.00
1 937 249.62

DEPRECIATIONS

17 371.10

1 221.55
1 603 865.75

311 257.29

FUNDRAISING COSTS

845 508.99

1 134.10
1 630 836.65

OTHER INCOME

CONTRIBUTIONS

ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS

Balance sheet as on 31 December 2018

2017

EXTRAORDINARY EXPENSES
RESULT BEFORE CHANGE OF FUNDS CAPITAL
TOTAL FUNDS CAPITAL
ANNUAL RESULT

0.00

-16 468.25

3 016.64

-75 976.87

5 214.62

58 654.41

8 231.26

-17 322.46

General accounting principles
The financial reporting of the Society for Threatened Peoples (STP) complies
with the professional financial reporting recommendations Swiss GAAP FER 21
and core FER, as well as the Swiss Code of Obligations. This financial report
represents the actual situation regarding assets, finances and profits.
The 2018 financial report was approved by the executive board on 27 February
2019 for the attention of the members’ assembly.
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Income statement

Rapport d’activité

The following organisations have supported us significantly:

The STP’s activities are focused on disseminating information, campaigning
and implementing projects. To carry out this work, the STP depends on a sufficiently high number of members and donors. In 2018, the STP invested a total
of CHF 582,935.55 in fundraising activities. The recruitment of members and
donors, an important measure for fundraising, simultaneously serves to raise
public awareness of the organisation’s objectives. New members and donors
are mainly recruited by means of stand campaigns on the street. At the end
of 2018, the STP had about 17,300 active supporters (PY 14,400). For various
campaigns, we received donations and contributions from public authorities,
parishes and organisations.

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM ORGANISATIONS

2018

2017

273 293.00

542 396.00

REFORMED PARISH OF SISSACH ROMA

5 000.00

5 000.00

FEDERATION OF SWISS PROTESTANT CHURCHES TAMILES

3 750.00

SWISS-TIBETAN FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION GSTF TIBET CAMPAIGN

5 000.00

TIBETAN YOUTH ASSOCIATION IN EUROPE TIBET CAMPAIGN

2 000.00

TIBETAN COMMUNITY IN SWITZERLAND & LIECHTENSTEIN
TIBET CAMPAIGN

5 000.00

TEMPERATIO FOUNDATION LAND GRABBING IN SRI LANKA

6 000.00

GREENPEACE SAMPLING

3 300.00

HEKS BACKSTOPPING KOSOVO

4 525.45

STIMMVOLK.CH

3 388.90

GREEN CROSS WADI PROJECT

The executive board met six times in 2018 and worked for a total of about 200
non-remunerated hours for the STP.
The members of the executive board are:
-19 296.00

PRO VICTIMIS DOMARI EUR 18‘000
GREENPEACE SWITZERLAND GOLD RESEARCH

3 000.00

C4ADS GOLD RESEARCH

4 943.00

ANNE FRANK-FONDS DETOX

1 000.00
3 000.00

GLOBAL LOKAL GOLD RESEARCH

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM PUBLIC AUTHORITIES

2018

2017

GS-FDHA, SERVICE FOR COMBATING RACISM ROMA IN SWITZERLAND

10 000.00

FEDERAL OFFICE OF CULTURE FEDERAL OFFICE OF CULTURE 2017

10 000.00

BERN CANTONAL OFFICE OF CULTURE / LOTTERY FUND TRAVELLING
ROMA IN SWITZERLAND

19 198.00

FEDERAL OFFICE OF CULTURE DETOX

2 000.00

GS-FDHA, SERVICE FOR COMBATING RACISM DETOX

2 000.00

KULTUR STADT BERN DETOX

2 500.00

Gratuitous services
We thank attorneys Dieter von Blarer and Lorenz Hirni for their free legal
advice. Proffix AG has provided us with individual software adaptations and IT
services worth approximately CHF 5,000.
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Lisa Mazzone (president, elected until 2020); Göpf Berwerger (vice-president,
elected until 2019); Sonja Beeli (elected until 2019); Theodora Peter (elected
until 2020); Marianne Helfer (elected until 2019); Eva Schmassmann (elected
until 2019); Nora Refaeil (elected until 2020)
In the course of 2018, a total of 20 permanent employees worked for the STP,
of whom 7 were interns and 2 apprentices.
The Society for Threatened Peoples Switzerland is the Swiss section of the
Society for Threatened Peoples International. The purpose of STP Switzerland
is in line with the objectives of STP International. No membership fee was paid
to STP International for the year 2018. Other sections of STP International are
at the end of 2018 located in Germany, Austria, South Tyrol / Italy, Bosnia
Herzegovina and Northern Iraq. The STP has representatives in various other
countries. The campaigns and projects were described in detail in the annual
report.
The STP would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all members,
donors, foundations and public authorities for their generous support, as well
as the executive board and employees for the commitment. Without them all
our work would not be possible - thank you very much! The STP would also like
to thank the executive board, the employees and the interns for their untiring
commitment to human rights!
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Become
a voice
for minorities &
indigenous
peoples
with a
MEMBERSHIP

or a
DONATION

GET ACTIVE – SUPPORT US!
Our commitment is only possible with your support. With your membership or donation, we
support minorities and indigenous peoples all around the world.
Get involved:

www.gfbv.ch/en/

Thank you!

